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The Christian Education Newsletter of Good Shepherd Lutheran
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The Christian Education Staff of Good Shepherd has decided to support the bridge between home and church with a newsletter dedicated specifically to Christian education.


The call is clear.  In Deuteronomy 6, after God gives what Jesus called the “greatest commandment,” He commands us: “6Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your heart. 7Recite them to your children and talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you rise. 8Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix them as an emblem on your forehead, 9and write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.”


In traditional Jewish prayer, tefillin are used to aid in the memory of this command.  Tefillin are two boxes containing Biblical verses and the leather straps attached to them.  One, the "shel yad" (for hand), is laid on the arm, and the other, “shel rosh” (for head), is laid on the head.


The goal of this newsletter is to nurture faith formation at home, so we can grow to go.



































Psalm 127


Unless the LORD builds the house, they labor in vain who build it; unless the LORD guards the city, the watchman keeps awake in vain.





It is vain for you to rise up early, to retire late, to eat the bread of painful labors; for He gives to His beloved even in his sleep. 





Behold, children are a gift of the LORD, the fruit of the womb is a reward. 





Like arrows in the hand of a warrior, so are the children of one's youth. 





How blessed is the man whose quiver is full of them; they will not be ashamed when they speak with their enemies in the gate.






































Introducing Love Abounding





Theme Psalm





Often Lutheran services get the bad rap of being boring, and yet the Lutheran liturgy is anything but boring!   It’s a dense, tightly connected service of Word and Sacrament with deep roots in Scripture and history.





If you want to keep your kids’ attention from wandering during the service and also find a way to bring the service home, here’s an idea. Tell your kids to follow the service and read the bulletin looking for ways that hymns, prayers, and Scripture connect to each other.





For example, last week our first Scripture reading was from Amos 8.  Verse 4 read: “Hear this, you that trample on the needy, and bring to ruin the poor of the land.” The choir sang “Let Justice Flow Like a River,” one line of which was: “Hear this, all of you who use the poor in thirst of your power and riches.” Economic justice for the poor and needy was one of the recurring themes.





Encourage your kids to look for those themes, and this will force you to look for them too!  Take your bulletins home, and talk about them at Sunday lunch, and give your kids praise when they find the connections.





Just like that you did a Sunday family devotion, encouraged your kids to see the richness of the liturgy, and engaged their minds in searching for clues to Scriptural themes.


























Love Abounding


Knowledge in Service of Love (Philippians 1:9)


September, 30 2007
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Upcoming Camp Events 





From Sunday’s Readings Amos 6:1a, 4–7, Psalm 146, 1 Timothy 6:6–19, Luke 16:19–31


Unscramble the name of the poor man who lay at the rich man’s gate.  zuaaLsr __________________


Who did the rich man see in heaven? _________________


“Put not your ______ in rulers, in ______ in whom there is no _____.”


What did we bring into the world?  What can we take out? _________


Name the two mountains in the first reading? _____________________






































Spotlight On Teachers



































All Christian Homes are Home Schools



























































Thanks to all of our volunteer teachers, assistants and parents for supporting Sunday School!





Coming Soon: Teacher and student spotlights, a regular feature to help the congregation see the terrific work our teachers are doing and get to know our students better.  





“What’s your favorite cartoon?” “Do you like chocolate or vanilla?” “Who’s your favorite Wiggle?” “What’s a Wiggle?” 








3rd through 5th grades: Nov. 16 to Nov. 18—BYG Weekend


Building Youth Groups (BYG) is an exciting introduction to stay-away camp and youth groups!  Registration is due Oct. 14th.  See Theresa Flynn for details.





Youth Groups: LYO Eastern Cluster Rally/Hike-A-Thon


Nov 9 Rally at St. Phillips in Raleigh $25


Nov 10 Hike-A-Thon at Camp Agape (free)


Those who attend the Rally will be driven to Camp Agape for the Hike-A-Thon





Theme: “I Pray: Getting Connected”





Go Camp
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Learning Through Liturgy


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Don’t forget that your Sunday school offerings go to support the expansion of Camp Agape!
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Bible Quiz



































Philippians 1: 9-11


“And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ--to the glory and praise of God.”


The vision of all Christian education should be to become an answer to Paul’s prayer and to help others to do the same.  Our vision is to put knowledge in the service of love, so that love may abound in all of our lives and produce the fruit that comes only through Christ Jesus.


Otherwise, if we “know all mysteries and all knowledge… but do not have love” we “are nothing.” (1 Cor 13:2)







































































Our Vision: Love Abounding


















































